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New Zealand Clean Marina Programme launched in time for summer

With the start of daylight saving next month, many will soon be enjoying our world-renowned boating lifestyle exploring the waters of our coastline, beaches, bays, rivers and lakes. To ensure we can all continue to enjoy these activities, the New Zealand Marina Operators Association is introducing the New Zealand Clean Marina Programme, an initiative that seeks to ensure boating, a popular summer recreation, remains environmentally sustainable for future generations to enjoy.

Spokesman for the NZ Marina Operators Association, Brett Colby said “everyone in the marine industry needs clean water, and keeping it clean is just plain good business. Marinas and all supporting trade services recognise the importance of clean waterways, protecting our water quality is up to each one of us.” 

“Clean Marinas is an industry led programme developed by industry for industry, which encourages marina operators, boatyards and recreational boaters to do their part to protect coastal and inland water quality by engaging in environmentally sound Best Management Practices such as regular boat engine inspection and maintenance, proper waste disposal and reduction of discharge. These practices once implemented will contribute to safer, cleaner marinas, as well as cleaner waterways. The programme will also provide educational material to boaters to help minimise impacts on the marine environment and aid marinas in controlling non-point source pollution.” 

“We are really excited to bring the Clean Marina concept to New Zealand” said Mr Colby, “We aim to offer practical cost effective solutions to everyday operational issues. Facilities who can demonstrate they consistently use Best Management Practices that reduce environmental impact will be designated as a ‘Clean Marina’ and be awarded a specific level of achievement within the nationally recognised accreditation programme.”

“The NZ Marina Operators Association membership represents over 10,000 marina berths nationally and is currently seeking funding to progress educational material and partnerships promoting the Clean Marina environmental initiatives. We are in a prime position to become the conduit between the boating fraternity and environmental agencies promoting best practice and environmental concerns. We already have a number of marinas throughout the country pledging their commitment to the Clean Marina programme.” 
For further information on the NZ Clean Marina programme please email info@nzmarinas.com  
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